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DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS — APPOINTMENT 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.03 pm]: I rise to inform the house that Mr Robert Owen 
has been appointed as Western Australia’s Director of Public Prosecutions. His appointment follows an 
Australia-wide search conducted by the Public Sector Commission of Western Australia. It was a very competitive 
field. Mr Owen’s five-year term took effect from 18 October 2022, after a nationwide recruitment process. I am 
pleased that a practitioner with the experience and credentials of Mr Owen will serve in one of the most important 
and influential positions in the state’s criminal justice system. 

Mr Owen is a former police and intelligence officer with the Western Australia Police Force and also with the 
Corruption and Crime Commission of Western Australia. He was admitted to practice as a lawyer in 2008. His 
initial legal work was in planning, insolvency and competition law, as well as construction and property general 
litigation. He later spent seven years in two separate stints at the Aboriginal Legal Service conducting criminal 
matters, including in a supervisory role. Mr Owen also ran his own practice, including appearing in complex 
superior court and appeal matters. Mr Owen subsequently joined the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, 
and served as both a senior state prosecutor and acting senior consultant state prosecutor. He was responsible 
for managing complex matters and mentoring, including the oversight of senior prosecutors and their matters 
proceeding to trial. 

As well as his demonstrated legal skills, Mr Owen is regarded as possessing well-developed administrative and 
managerial qualities, with extensive experience managing other lawyers and contributing to the training and 
development of less experienced colleagues. In addition to first class honours in his Bachelor of Laws, Mr Owen 
also has a Bachelor of Science in aviation and computer science. Indeed, his days in law enforcement dealing 
with the collection of electronic intelligence makes him ideally suited to lead the state’s prosecution service as it 
deals with digital evidence in ever-increasing volumes and complexity. I am sure that all members will join me 
in wishing Mr Owen every success in his appointment as the new Director of Public Prosecutions in the state of 
Western Australia. 
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